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AMERICAN INDIANS. 


In our paper for last week, it was stated that an establishment 
had been made in the Cherokee nation, for the purpose of commu- 
nicating a knowledge of civilization and christianity to the Indians 
of that tribe. The establishment is made by the American Board 
of Commissioners for foreign missions, and is under the immediate 
superintendance of the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury, a gentleman who 
is regarded as eminently qualified for suci: <n undertaking. The 
principal efforts of Mr. Kingsbury, and those associated with him, 
will be directed to the instruction of THE CHILDREN of the tribe, 
by means of schools upon the plan of Lancaster, and establishments 
for cultivating the land, and the practice of the mechanical arts. The 
object is one which has already excited much interest in our coun- 
try, having received not only the approbation of private gentlemen 
of the first eminence, but also the sanction of the general government. 
The exertions made by the Rev. E. Cornelius, appointed an agent of 
the American Board, to solicit in its behalf, have not been unsuc- 
cessful. From the statement given last week it appears, that fourteen 
hundred and thirty-five dollars had been collected before the agent 
left New-Haven, in Connecticut. We are now informed that since 
the agent left that city, about fifteen hundred dullars more have been 
received. In Philadelphia, the object met with the most flattering 
encouragement, and notwithstanding the numerous solicitations 
made for other benevolent institutions about the same period, nine 
hundred dollars were generoulsy contributed The agent of the Board 
is now on a visit to this city, with reference to the same object. 
We are informed he will deliver a discourse on the subject, to an 
united audience of different congregations and denominations on 
Sabbath evening next, in the First Presbyterian Church. 

Owing to particular circumstances, personal solicitations to any 
considerable extent, will be impracticable. The only opportunity 
for aiding this benevolent design, will therefore be on the evening 
mentioned. It is most ardently desired, that the citizens of Ba!ti- 
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more so. liberal on other occasions, will manifest on this, a disposit 
tion equally strong with the benevolent of other distinguished places, 
to “open their hands wide unto these poor and needy of their bre- 
thren in the Land.” The exercises will commence at eight o’clock 
precisely, at the close of which a contribution will be lifted. 

As the object is one of general interest, it is hoped all denomina- 
tions of christians will attend with promptitude, and aid with liber- 
ality. 


_— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
Montgomery, June 13, 1817 
Dear Str—The following letter from one of the American \!i<- 
sionaries in Bombay bas by some unknown means been detained oa 
its way, till within a few days past. The narrative part. however, 
is very short, and it is to be feared many years will elapse before 
the argumentative, will be out of date: (O when will He “give the 
word, and the company of the Publishers be great?”’) If t do not 
-misapprehend, the Jetter will be read with interest. The writer is 
of that generous band, who hold life and its pleasures cheap, com- 
pared with the high felicity of publishing the gospel to the end af 
the world:—he is @ MISSIONARY OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 
When written, his letter was addressed to one, preparing by a 
course of theological studies, for the labours of the Christian Mi- 
nistry. Perhaps the eye of some theological student, who has yet 
his scene of labour to choose, may glance upon the arguments here 
advanced: let him regard them as addressed to himself; as coming 
from a fervent and affectionate brother, ten thousand miles distant, 
who earnestly calls for assistance in his work; and as pointing the 
path to a crown, singularly resplendent, and whose radiance wil! 
‘never fade away.” When written, the sentiments were probably 
intended partly for the ear of a “Society of Inquiry on Missions, 
&c.”’ in the. Theological Seminary at Princeton: through your desi- 
rable paper; they may yet find their way to that society, and help, 
erhaps, to animate the members to fresh zeal in their enterprizes. 
Finally, it is earnestly hoped, this, and all the other appeals of our 
noble spirited Missionaries to those whom they have left behind, will 
call forth that prompt and efficient aid, which they require; and 
which, not merely their cause, but their self-devotion demands. 
Few, but firm, they have planted themselves on the sultry and po- 
pulous shores of Asia, inspired with the Heavenly purpose of com- 
municating a religion full of benignity and comfort, to those, who, 
of religious comfort, of consoling hopes, alas! they have none. For 
the purpose of diffusing light through that “gross darkness which 
covers the people;” and of raising the banner of the cross, where 
baneful, sbeaeke and polluted idolatry has long, long held undispu- 
ted empire. ‘They have embarked every thing earthly in their en- 
terprize; they have resolved, in the Divine strength to succeed, or 
to die in the attempt: they will not return to tell of defeat or dis 
appointment. ‘Shall not sueh zeal,in such a cause, seture support. 
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The letter is freely submitted to your disposal, with the earnest 
prayer, it may both profit and please. T. C. SEARLE. 





Bombay, Sept. 12, 1815. 


Very Dear Sir—Yours of March 28, 1815 came tohand, August 
16. | most heartily thavk. you for it. The religious intelligence it con- 
tained, was peculiarly refreshing. Great is the mercy of the Lord! 
He has given peace to our country, and eternal salvation to a multi- 
tude of our countrymen, by whose instrumentality, we may hope, 
he will send the same salvation te millions of the heathen. Let his 
name be magnified. 

I rejoice in the blessed prospect presented by the College and 
Theological Institution at Princeton: (and by the other Colleges 
too.) Some of you have bowels of compassion for the heathen. 
The Lord be praised, But whyse much doubt.on the subject? why do 
so few turn their thoughts to the heathen? Once I doubted whether 
[ ought to go to the heathen. Now it astonishes me [ could ever 
have entertained those doubts. What! has Jesus tasted death for 
every man, and shall not every man be informed of it? I know, says 
the pious youth, there is salvation in none but Christ. But those 
unnumbered millions of the heathen, have not to this day, heard a 
syllable of Christ and his great salvation. And how “shall they 
hear without a preacher?” Ought J not to go and tell them that in 
Christ they may find salvation? How solemn, how momentous the 
inquiry! When an individual makes it, the salvation of thousands 
of the heathen, is depending on his decision. ‘The inquiry is soon 
brought toa narrow compass: The preaching of the gospel to every 
creature is the means which Christ has ordainedfor the conversion of 
the world: therefore itis the duty of Christians to see to it that the 

ospel is preached in ali the world. Again, there are in the 

hurches, pious men enough, of suitable age and talents, who might, 
if they would, go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature: and an adequate number, no doubt, ought togo. For this 
purpose has not Christ bought them with his blood? Again, there is 
money enough in the hands of Christians to support missionaries in 
all parts of the world: and this they might do, without giving the 
half of their goods as Zaccheus was willing to do, the very day he 
first felt the blessings of salvation in his own soul. ‘To a heart en- 
lightened from above, what can be plainer, than that an adequate 
uumber of Christ’s followers, ought cheerfully and immediately to 
go into all the world, and publish his redeeming love among all na- 
tions for their salvation? It remains, therefore, only to inquire, what 
are the reasons, by which an individual may excuse himseif for not 
becoming one of the requisite number of missionaries. 

It is certain these reasons cannot be of an ordinary naiure, for 
such reasons common to all, would excuse all. ‘Theretore, unless a 
man has something peculiar and extraordinary in his circumstances, 
how can he excuse himself from becoming a missionary? | know 
of but two reasons, which in this case cam be called extraordinary: 

. First, such connexions as forbid a departure from the country; and. 
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secondly, a state of health incompatible with missionary labours. 
Possibly there may be some candidates for the ministry and young 
ministers, whose parents and relations are so absolutely depend- 
ent on them for support, as to make it their duty to stay at 
home. Such cases must be very rare. Again, some may suppose 
if a man has a partner, who is unwilling to encounter the privations 
and hardships of a missionary life, this may be a sufficient reason 
for staying athome. Possibly some may be excused on this ground. 
I know not how such females will answer for themselves for having 
kept back a servant of Christ from preaching his gospel to the pe- 
rishing heathen. But if such a man’s heart was really set on the 
salvation of the heathen, as was the heart of the memorable Mr. 
Edgede the Apostle to Greenland, God, I think, would finally give 
his partner a heart to go with her husband and labour and suifer 
among t'ie heathen as Mrs. Edgede did, who proved, at last a won- 
derfal support and help to her husband ia his peculiar trials. It is 
my opinion that few, very few, will, at the Last Day, think them- 
selves excused from the missionary work on any such grounds. 

As to the second ground of excuse, none can pretend to plead it, 
but such as are of an infirm and sickly constitution. On this ground, 
a much less number will be able to excuse themselves, than we are 
at first aptto imagine. Of the sickly persons in such a cold climate 
as the United States, a very considerable proportion would, in all 
probability be really benefitted by a removal to a warmer climate. 
Again, many, whose infirmities were induced by sedentary habits, 
would unquestionably, be benefitted by the voyages, travels, and 
exercise, which they would perform in getting to their stations; 
and, by the active life, which they would lead as missionaries, they 
would, on the whole, be more likely to enjoy good health, than if 
they were to remain as ministers at home. When in addition to 
this, I consider the endless variety of climates in the vast heathen 
world, and that a man may choose just such a climate as he may 
think would best suit his constitution, I cannot well conceive, how 
any person, who thinks his strength equal to the labours of the mi- 
nistry at home, can, merely on the ground of his health excuse 
himself from the missionary work. 

I am aware that some would excuse themselves on other grounds. 
Qualifications for very important situations of usefulness at home, | 
are by some, deemed a sufficient reason for declining the call to 
missionary labours. Such persons would do well to consider, that 
the better a man is prepared for usefulness at home, the better for 
usefulness abroad: and an ordinary Deacon or ruling Elder, is 
guile as well qualified to exhort and teach among the enlightened 
Churches at home, as the best qualified man is to atiack Satan’s ci- 
tadel, plant Churches, and translate the Scriptures, amidst the dark- 
ness and abominations of heathenism abroad. In the first and pur- 
est ayes of Christianity, the Apostles, the ablest ministers of Christ, 
went among the heathen, planting Churches, and when these were 
planted, they chose out the ablest members and made thew pastors, 
while tiegy themselves went forward to plant more Churches in other 
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heathen countries. Yet some are so inconsiderate as to suppose 
that the weakest and most illiterate among ministers should be sent 
among the heathen, and the most substantial men retained at home. 
Should we then employ the most stately ships as ferry-boats,and send 
the feeble skiffs to navigate the boisterous ocean? Again, some would 
excuse themse!ves from foreign missions, on the ground that mis- 
sionaries are wanted at home. To this it might be replied that, 
so far as the experiment has been made, the result has proved, that 
the more a people extend their missionaries among the heathen 
abroad, the more their missions flourish at home. Let him, who 
can, produce a fact to the contrary. ‘his is according to the pro- 
mise, “He that watereth, shall be watered also himself.” Besides, 
were the destitute, (not destitute, but richly furnished in compari- 
son to the heathen,) were the destitute parts of the country to pos- 
sess only the Bible, and other religious books, and to be exhorted 
and edified by the Deacons, ruling Elders, &c. who might go amon 
them, they would be infinitely better furnished with the appointe 
means of grace than the heathen are likely to be for a century to 
come. 

Pardon me for dwelling on this subject. My extreme desire to 
see a host of missionaries come forward has compelled me. In 
Asia, there is as yet but about one missionary to four million souls. 
In the East and the West, the North and the South, are a hundred 
stations for missions, and hundreds of millions of our fellow crea- 
tures cry aloud for the bread of life. Their ery has entered into 
the ears of the Lord of Sabbath; and O that it might enter the 
heart of every pious youth! a most awful responsibility lies upon 
pious young men, whom Christ has redeemed and sanctified for 
himself. Old men cannot go to the heathen, therefore young men 
must go. Such young men are not to wait for the Churches to in- 
vite them to go; but to obey Christ who commands them to go; and 
they are to call on the Churches to send them and support them: 
and as fast as young men, with right hearts, will do this, the 
Churches, no doubt, will provide every thing necessary and send 
them. Hence pious young men, whether they be already in the 
ministry, or are preparing for it, or have not yet cmaaunl study, 
all are, in a peculiar manner, accountable for the salvation of tne 
heathen. And not only that, but as the promotion of foreign mis- 
sions does in fact promote missions at home, they are in fact, in a 
measure accountable for these also. O that this subject were duly 
considered by the Churches, and by each individual in the Church- 
es! It does seem to me that a deliberate consideration of the 
subject would produce wonders for the general advancement of re- 
ligion. This conviction makes me extremely anxious that due ex- 
ertion should be made to call the attention of all Christians of eve- 
ry denomination to the subject of missions at large. How many 
pamphlets ought to be written and circulated! How many sermons 
and exhortations ought each minister to give his people on the subject! 
Then we might have hope. The Lord cause it for Christ’s sake! 

(Conclusion in our net.) 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


ON PRAVYER—N%*. IV. 


Tuat “all men should honour the Son even as they honour the 
Father,” is a statute of the heavenly kingdom, which has always, 
not only partially affected, but entirely regulated, the whole wor- 
ship of the church ef God. Not merely do baptism, the sacra- 
mental table. the sabbatical institution, and the apostolick bene- 
diction, thus bestow their honours, but the sacrifice, the priest, the 
altar, the veil, the mercy-seat—the whole Mosaick economy, 
brought its tribute to the promised Messiah; while phrophecy also 
weaves her laurels around his brow‘ joining in the general acclaim 
that ascribes to him glory so immense, so divine. “His name shall 
endure forever: his name shall be continued long as the sun: and 
men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.” 

Prayer, too, expresses her entire confidence in him, derives all 
her assurance of a gracious audience from reliance upon his merits; 
and thus cherishes that blissful hope that cannot “be confounded.” 
It is her established law to appear in his name, to be earnest, affec- 
tionate, importunate from faith in his intercession. Sin shuts us 
out from the divine presence, robs us of that high and holy com- 
munion, and seals up the lips that should speak his praise. In- 
stead of inspiring with “boldness” to come, it closes every avenue 
to the throne, shrinks away from the scrutinizing eye whose glance 
it cannot endure, and trembles before the cherubim and flaming 
sword, the fearful emblems of its deserts. Without a mediator, an 
advocate in the upper sanctuary, holding the “golden censer and 
offering much incense” with his prayers, the sinner dare not draw 
nigh. Nay, it is only the,revelation of the fact that these have been 
provided, that creates the disposition to venture, as well as the 
faith and-hope of success. O, blot out “the Sun of Righteousness” 
from the celestial sphere, and you have wrapped the throne of God 
in midnight darkness to every human soul; have hushed the hea- 
venly anthem that celebrates “peace on earth and good will towards 
men:”? Jam left the heir of wrath, the child of woe. 

The principle of mediation, which alone can reconcile the par- 
don of the guilty with the moral government of God, always has 
been the basis of religious worship among fallen men. Even Pa- 
canism sketched her praying ground before the altar; the indistinct 
accents of tradition lisped it to her deluded sons, and led them up 
to the sacrificial pile. Satan, that he miglit enslave them, was com- 
pelled to counterfeit the truth, and adroitly assimilate his kingdom 
to the establishments of grace. All idolatry perpetuates the me- 
morial of the fall, and seems Jabouring to recollect the wonders of 
ihe promised seed. On the tree felled from the forest the artificer 
would carve the glorious semblance, trace the lovely lineaments, 
of the anoiuted one, and through this fancied mediator address his 
offended God. ‘True, Ichabod was inscribed on heathen temples, 
and their doctrines, replete with folly, issued in their own degra- 
dation: but though their idolatry was their crime, yet their predi- 
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lection for it betrayed the consciousness of their distance from God 
by sin, and recognized the principles of atonement and interces- 
sion, which the Jewish.and Christian dispensations so distinctly 
assert and fully illustrate. On the other hand never has even the 
form of religion been preserved without them. Infidel philosophy, 
in paying her devoirs to the goddess of reason, first tramples on all 
religious convictions, rescinds all moral law, desecrates all holy 
temples, spurns all spiritual rites, and breaks up all bonds of asso- 
ciation that would cherish a common interest. Where meet their 
congregations? What are their hallowed forms? ‘Who ever heard 
of their homage to the living God? There can be no religion where 
there is no mediator. We could give a reason for the fact; but the 
field is too large at present to explore. 

We turn to the Scriptures. In relation to the Mosaick economy, 
we would particularly remark the mediation of Christ, as the basis 
of religious worship, evinced in two things: 1. “The shedding of 
blood”’ was positively required as the ground of acceptance. “ With- 
out it,” the apostle informs us “there was no remission.” It was 
the principle of the whole ceremonial law. And even those very 
precepts, which seem so singular and unmeaning to men unac- 
quainted with heathen customs, were intended to protect the prin- 
ciple from the perversions, which, while they deformed it, amalga- 
mated it with idolatrous services. Moreover, the high priest, when 
he entered once a year into the most holy place, could not, dare 
not, appear without blood. The whole scene was typical of what 
should afterwards succeed “in the fulness of time,” when by the 
crucifixion of Christ the veil was rent, the way into the holiest of 
all laid open, and we permitted, enjoined, to come with boldness 
by his blood. The offering of sacrifice, the shedding of blood then, 
which never were, and never could be, divested of their typical re- 
ferences, expressed most solemnly the faith of the'worshipper in the 
promised Messiah as the Mediator. Thus prayer was then pre- 
sented through the merits and intercession of the Lord Jesus, and 
Christ wes “set forth to be a propitiation for the remission of sin 
through the forbearance of God.” He was then, as well as now, 
“the way, the trutn, and the lifes” and “no man could come unto 
the Father but by him.” With what fond delight did they dwell 
on the promises: with what wistful gaze did they watch the signs 
of his coming. He was the hope of Israel, and the light of the 
Gentiles. , 

2. Men are represented in the language of that period, as ‘call- 
ing on the name of the Lord:” a phrase which frequently occurs in 
the Scriptures, and needs some explanation before it can be fully 
understood. Doubtless it refers to the great God shining forth in 
all the splendour of his attributes under that name by which he has 
been pleased to reveal himself to the children of men: but it is that 
name as revealed in Christ. For thus God commands the children 
of Israel; “behold I send an angel before thee—beware of him and 
obey his voice—for my name is in him.” Exod. ch. 21. v. 20, 21. 
This angel was none other than the Lord Jesus himself, the great 
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Mediator between God and man: and so the name of God as the 
ost of prayer, was known only in Christ: it is, therefore, a phrase 

ich has a direct and explicit reference te him, if indeed it be not 
his official title. Again, all spiritual blessing was bestowed, and 
answers to prayer made, through the same medium. ‘In all places 
where I record my name, I will come unto you and I will bless 
you.” Exod. 20. 24. A promise which succeeds a command to rear 
an altar, and offer sacrifices. ‘They that know thy name will put 
their trust in thee.”” Ps. 9.10. ‘For thy name’s sake, O Lord, par- 
don mine iniquity.” Ps. 25. 11. «The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower; the righteous runneth into it and is safe.” Prov. 18. 10. 
Thus while this expression has so distinct a reference to the Re- 
deemer, the principle of mediation as the basis of religious worship, 
the ground of every appeal in prayer, is clearly demonstrated. 
Perhaps this might illustrate the frst petition of the Lord’s prayer, 
Hallowed be thy name. 

But the row Manan has passed away, and the. true light shines. 
The types of the ceremonial law are no longer binding. The ap- 
pearance of Christ himself has shed the full blaze, at which prophe- 
cy lighted her torch, and whence the priest had taken his celestial 
fire. That which flitted by as the shadow of approaching am has 
now assumed its real form—Bethlehem’s babe is Israel’s Lord, the 
Saviour whom Moses, prophets, and kings adored, and whose day 
they desired to see. We will review the distincter declarations 
of the New Testament, which takes her instructions from events 
that have actually transpired. 

1. Christ is represented as “the image of the invisible God.” 
We have already noted the predilection of the world for idolatry. 
It can be accounted for in no other way than by the supposition 
that God was too glorious for their full comprehension, or a direct 
approach. They, therefore, formed images which they conceived 
would bring him more on a level with themselves and enable them 
to meet on common ground. The general apprehension is correct: 
for without an image, God is invisible, and to the sinner in his lap- 
sed state is not known as the object of worship. The folly of idol- 
atry consisted in man making the image: before he could be quali- 
fied for this,-he must at least be fully acquainted with the being he 
intended to represent: but the very meaning of an image is that it 
is the medium of revealing that being to us, of whom we are grossly 
ignorant; and therefore wholly incompetent to make an image. 
The wickedness of idolatry consisted in rejecting the image that 
God himself had provided—the promised Messiah, the Lord Jesus. 
The import of the phrase then is, that in the constitution of Im- 
manuel’s person, by the union of the divine with the human nature, 
there is “the nearest approach of the divine nature made unto us 
whereof it is capable, and which we can receive.” And with God as 
thus revealed in Christ alone, can we hold any religious fellowship. 
Therefore Christ is the medium of prayer: it must be presented 
through him, and through him alone. 
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This view is further confirmed by the term invisible. Not simply 
to our bodily eyes: for in that respect the im does not render 
him visible. But we are entirely ignorant of him. Our minds have 
no correct perceptions of him. This the theology of the whole 
heathen world proclaims: the passions of men transferred to the 
bosoms of the Gods: Jupiter feasting in the heavens, was the hori- 
zon of their moral vision. But Jesus Christ came to be the image, 
the representation, of the invisible God. “The light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God is in the face of Jesus Christ.” There 
alone do we obtain correct views of the divine nature. It is a new 
sun kindled up in the heavens that irradiates the firmament and 
discloses to man the glories of creation. It has dissipated some of 
the clouds that hung on the brow of philosophy, and taught the 
unbeliever to reason on other and better principles than he ever 
knew before. Those who deny the divinity of Christ, might per- 
haps reflect on this to their advantage. 

2. The command is explicit to ask in his name. The whole of 
the christian system is the expansion of one general principle, i.e. 
Christ the only Saviour. “There is no other name given under 
heaven among men whereby we can be saved but the name of Je- 
sus.” Hence prayer can be effectual only through his name. His 
name circumscribes the promises, and in him they “are yea and 
amen.” When he ascended up on high he commanded his disci- 
ples to “ask whatsoever they would, in his name, and it should be 
done unto them.” ‘The moral reason for this is very obvious: 
“mercy and truth must meet together, righteousness and peace em- 
brace each other.” God can extend mercy only through Christ, 
because it can be extended through him only on principles of *ruth: 
can bestow peace only on the believer in Christ, because through 
him only can it be bestowed according to righteousness. Hence 

3. We draw nigh by the blood of Jesus. ‘The name of Christ is 
valuable in prayer only in consequence of what he has done. With- 
out an appeal to something meritorious about him, it would be ut- 
terly irrelevant to our purpose: completely on a par with our own, 
which is rendered incapable of effect by sin. But the blood of 
Christ is a plea which completely removes sin, and therefore is ef- 
fectual. It magnifies the moral government of God, fulfils the 
claims of his determined righteousness, and thus avails to procure 
mercy for the sinner. ‘Take away sin and the barrier which sepa- 
rates me from my God is gone: I can meet him then on the same 
ground with his unsinning creatures, and hold communion with 
him on principles of holiness. His frown is dissipated, his wrath 
appeased, the curse no longer flames, and with the smile of a fa- 
ther he welcomes me home. Give me this and I can approach with 
boldness, can plead without embarrassment, and hope with confi- 
dence. It is a pavilion which I never can be decoyed or compel- 
led to leave: the destroying angel shall pass my sprinkled lintels, 
and my soul triumph in safety though a thousand should fall at toy 
side, and ten thousand at my right hand. Without it I cannot, 
dare not pray. “The blood of the covenant” is a “streng hold.” 

« 
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Such is the way, the only way, to the Father. Whosoever com- 
eth through Christ shall not be cast out. “His blood cleanseth from 
all sin:”? his name is as “ointment poured forth,” his intercession 
the hope of the wretched, the joy of the ransomed. If these fail, 

The pillar’d firmament is rottenness, 
And earth’s foundation stubble. 
THEOPHILUS. 


The First Annual Report of the Board of Managers of the Ame- 
rican Bible Society, presented May, 8th, 1817. 


The managers of the American Bible Society desire with thank- 
fulness to. recognize the hand of their God, which has been good 
upon the institution throughout the first year of its existence. The 
harmony, cordiality, and forbearance, displayed in the proceedings 
of the convention who formed it, afforded satisfactory evidence of 
the Divine approbation, and a sure pledge of the Divine blessing 
upon its future fate. Many who had doubted of the practicability 
of the plan, yielded to the pleasing conviction that they were mis- 
taken, and joined with those who had never doubted on the subject, 
in cherishing the hope, that the National Institution would realize 
the most sanguine expectations of its ultimate prosperity. Its 
formation was hailed as a great and glorious era in the history 
of our country, and its means of accomplishing the all-important 
end of its formation have been increased with more than ordinary 
rapidity. 

The managers feel it their duty to state; that the plan of such an 
institution was first suggested by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, to the Philadelphia Bible Society. No measures, however, 
were adopted to attempt its execution, until the New-Jersey Bible 
Society undertook the experiment, Although baffled in their first 
effort, their worthy president, acting in conformity to their wishes, 
persevered in the good work, and finally succeeded. Called by the 
unanimous voice of the managers to the presidency of the Nation- 
al Institution, he is, in the decline of life, enjoying that pleasure 
which springs from his work of faith and labour of love, thus far 
owned of God, and promising the highest and most lasting bles- 
sings to this Western Continent. 

The managers, in entering on the duties of their responsible of- 


fice, felt that their first exertions ought to be directed towards the 


procurement of well executed stereotype plates, for the accommo- 
dation of large districts of the American Continent. They, ac- 
cordingly, at an early period, contracted for three sets of stereo- 
type plates in octavo, and three in duodecime. The octavo sets 
have all been delivered at the depository; and measures have been 
adopted to make them as correct as possible before they are used, 
The duodecimos will be finished in the month of June ensuing: one 
of which they have resolved to locate in Lexington, (Kentucky,) 
under the direction of the Kentucky Bible Society. 

As they were not in a capacity to print Bibles, having no plates 
of their own, they declined answering the various applications for 
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Bibles which they received from Auxiliary Societies. ‘They thought 
that it would be inexpedient to become the purchasers of Bibles for 
these auxiliaries; and, therefore, in those cases where monies were 
sent with the express stipulation that Bibles to the amount should 
be returned, they resolved, if required, to pay over the same to 
the societies which sent them; or to pay over the whole, or any part 
of them to the New-York Bible Society, who would furnish the aux- 
iliaries with the required number of Bibles. 

They were, however, soon enabled, by the munificent liberality 
of the New-York, and the New-York Auxiliary, Bible Societies, to 
suppiy their auxiliaries. Those societies presented them with a set 
of stereotype plates of the duedecimo size, and brevier type; in con- 
sequence of which donation, 10,000 copies, according to their direc- 
tion, have been printed; of which about 6000 have been sold and dis- 
tributed. They have lately ordered 2,500 copies to be printed from 
the octavo plates, and 7,500 from the duodecimo plates. 

In establishing the prices at which Bibles were to be sold, the 
Board of Managers considered it a duty to make a difference be- 
tween such Societies and individuals’ as are auxiliary to, and mem- 
bers of, the national institution, and such as are not; and therefore 
adopted the following rule: 

“That to the cost of the paper, press-work, and binding of the 
Bibles printed for the society frém the stereotype plates, five per 
cent. be added for interest, insurance, and wear of said plates; 
which aggregate amount shall be considered the cost of the Bibles; 
and that these Bibles shall be sold at said cost price to all Bible So- 
cieties who do not contribute to the funds of this institutions; and 
that the said amount of five per cent. shall be deducted from said 
cost price, on all Bibles sold to auxiliaries, and such other societies 
as contribute to the funds of this institution.” 

Applications having been made at an early period, from different 
parts of the United States, for New Testaments, the managers took 
the subject of printing and circulating the New, apart from the Old, 
Testament, inte their consideration. After mature deliberation, 
they resoived, that for the present it was inexpedient for them to do 

his in the English language. 

As the necessary expenses of carrying into effect the vast design 
of the National Institution were great, the managers felt it their duty 
to adopt such measures as promised a supply of their wants. They 
appointed a Committee in each ward of the city of New-York, to 
collect subscriptions; and directed a circular letter to be sent to every 
minister of the various denominations of christians in the United 
States, requesting a congregational collection in their wid—as alsoa 
circular to the different Bible Societies who had not united with the 
National Institution, soliciting aid; and one to influential men in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States, calling upon them to come for- 
ward in the good work, and enclosing a plan for an Auxiliary So- 
ciety,and Branch Associations. ‘They cannot, at present, state the 
degree of success which has attended their applications. ‘There is 
no doubt but many minisers have been omitted, not intentionally, 
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but from want of information. So soon as they are known, appli- 
sation will be made to them. 

| Here follows an account of the several societies in existence 
previous to the formation of the American Bible Society; and of 
those since instituted: all of which have now become auxiliaries to 


. the National Institution. We deem it unnecessary to specify the 


names. ‘The number of the former is forty two. The number of 
the latter is forty one. } 

There is reason to believe that there are more societies auxiliary 
to the National Institution; but the managers have received no offi- 
cial account of them. ‘They requested, in the statement published 
December 17, 1816; every society becoming auxiliary, “so soon as 
convenient, to give official information of the same to one of the 
officers of the Board, particularly noting the time when the con- 
nexion was formed.” They now repeat the request, with the dis- 
tinct information, that the organ of communication in this matter, 
is the secretary for Domestic Correspondence. 

The Long-Island Bible and Common Prayer-Book Society has so 
altered its constitution, as to aid the managers in translating and pub- 
lishing the scriptures,without noteor commment,in foreign languages. 

The following socicties, without becoming auxiliary to the Na- 
tional Istitution, have expressed their approbation of the same by 
the following donations, viz. 

Philadelphia Female Bible Society, 500 dollars; Long Island do. 
200 dollars; Stanton do. og my! 200 dol'ars; Middlebury Female 
do. 90 dollars; Charleston, (S. C.) do. 500 dollars; Cumberland 
county do. (New-Jersey,) 50 dollars. 

(To be Continued.) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


Report of the Executive Committee for the management of the mis- 
sions, first commenced by the Rev. John Wesley, the Rev. Dr. 
Coke, and others; and now carried on under the direction of the 
Methodist Conference. 

(Continued from p. 103.) 

The following account of the state of the mission in Jamaica, is 
extracted from a letter to the Committee, from Mr. White, one of 
the missionaries. 

«As: we sent no general statement, of the spiritual state of this 
mission in our minutes, Mr. Wiggins requests me, to write to you 
on the subject. 

“Some time ago, Mr. Wiggins proposed the division of this cir- 
cuit or island, into as many parts, as we have principal societies. 
This subject was discussed very fully at the last quarterly meeting, 
and agreed to be carried into effect as follows: Kingston, Spanish 
Youn, Morant Bay and Bove Rock. 
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“This division will call for more enlarged, and stronger exertion, 
of the preacher’s talents and zeal; and the nearness of his resi- 
dence will induce a more lively wish to widen his borders. I am 
fully persuaded, that this measure will be greatly and permanently 
beneficial; and feel no hesitation in saying, another year will give 
sufficient proof of it. 

“Kingston generally needs two preachers, as the society is large, 
and the prospects of usefulness extensive. 

«When I came to Spanish Town, I found the society only 65 in 
number, and the prospect in general, far from encouraging. How- 
ever, I have the pleasure to inform you, that we now have 78 
members, 38 of whom profess to enjoy peace; and I believe, near- 
ly all are truly in earnest to work out their salvation. We think, 
if a convenient chapel could be procured, about the centre of the 
town, that much good would result from it. And there are persons 
who offer to contribute towards the expense, if we commence the 
undertaking. 

“It is confidently expected that Morant Bay, from its growing 
state, will want a second preacher. I left this place early in No- 
vember last, on Mr. Burgar’s removal thither. It was then in a 
thriving state, and is likely to continue so. The number in society 
was somewhat more than 600, and I hear it has been increasing and 
prospering in every respect since; of which Mr. Burgar will of 
course give you every information.” 

Mr. Burgar observes, in a letter dated April 10th, “We have 
had about 200 increase, since my arrival at Morant Bay, the 
most of whom are negroes. To say they are all fully converted, 
is what I by no means believe: yet some are converted, many 
more are deeply serious, and all profess to have ‘‘a desire to 
flee from the wrath to come.” The present number in society 
is 833. 

“Mr. Wiggins is preparing to go to Bove Rock immediately. 
where the prospects are pleasing, and I think another preacher wil! 
be necessary. Though we have a large field of additional labour 
open to us; we have agreed to recommend the appointment of only 
two more preachers for the present. Were we able to meet the ex- 
pense, [ believe we could soon form another circuit or two. Al- 
though I have been for several years in this country, and always 
sanguine in my expectations of the spread of the work; my mind 
was never so much impressed with the idea of its immediate and 
abundant increase as at this time.” 

The above statement is highly gratifying. God has been build- 
ing up the walls of this part of our Zion in troublous times. Du- 
ring the past year, upwards of 500 members have been added to 
the societies; and since the Legislative Assembly have relaxed in 
their rigid opposition, new ee have offered for the en- 
largement of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

The following extract of a letter from Mr. Ward to Mr. Buck- 
ley, gives an interesting statement of the continued prosperity of 
the mission in Harbour Island. Bahamas. 














126 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


- Feb. 16,. 1816. 

“My Dear Sin—Since I came to Harbour Island, God has been 
with me, and has prospered the work of my hands. I rejoice 
with fear, and cry, “Not unto me, but unto the Lord be the glory.” 

“My circuit is very extensive, and keeps me fully empray es) but 
thanks be to the Lord, my work is my delight. The labours of tne 
last three months have been marked with the unction of the Hol 
One, in every place, particularly in this island. Some of the chiefs 
in Satan’s army, have bowed to God, and are now fighting under his 
banner. Drunkenness is hiding its head: swearing, sabbath-break- 
ing, and fighting, are now nearly removed out of the place. At our 
class-meetings, we have old and young, earnestly seeking after God. 
I dare venture to say, that thirty souls at least, have fosrid peace 
with God, during the last quarter. Numbers, both whites and 
blacks, are daily blessing God for his salvation. Well may we 
adopt the words of the prophet, and say, ‘Let the inhabitants of the 
rocks sing; let them shout from the tops of the mountains.’ Indeed 
the little Bahaina hills sing for joy.” 

The whole number in society, in the West Indies, is 18,938. 

The whole net increase of members in the West Indies, for the 
present year, is therefore 1082; and when it is considered, that the 
societies there have a regular discipline of the same kind as that of 
the Methodist societies athome, a discipline which the missionaries 
are constantly enjoined to enforce, there is sufficient reason to con- 
clude that the increase of members in the West Indies, which 
through the Divine blessing has been yearly experienced, is an in- 
crease generally, of real converts to truth and righteousness, over 
whom christian benevolence may rejoice with peculiar satisfaction, 
as men turned from Pagan darkness to light, oak the power of Satan 
unto God. A far greater number have been brought under tlie in- 
structions of the gospel as regular hearers; and the general state of 
this mission, which has already placed the benefits of christianity 
within the reach of at least one third of the negro population of the 
British colonies, in the West Indies, promises, in conjunction with 
the efforts of other christians, at no very distant period, and should 
no obstacles be interposed by ungrounded fears, and a false policy, 
entirely to banish African superstition from the islands; to afford 
religious instruction to the mind of every slave; and by implanting 
the principles of true religion, to effect not only individual happi- 
ness and improvement, but the political advancement and security, 
of those interesting portions of the British empire. 

To this scene of missionary labour, the jast year has added the 
important station of St. Domingo. To that part of the island, which 
is under the presidency of Petion, the Committee have appointed 
two missionaries, the special permission of the government having 
been promptly obtained. The number of inhabitants, the religious 
and civil freedom enjoyed in that state, the want of ministers, and 
the general desire of the people to be assisted in their religious con- 
cerns, are circumstances which seem to give to this new enterprise 
the sanction of a providential designation, and afford great hope of 
the happiest results. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


COMMUNICATED. 
Extract from a letter dated Isle-of-Wight, June 10, 1817. 

“[ had the pleasure last week to spend a few days at a camp- 
meeting near the town of Portsmouth, Virginia. ‘Che word of the 
Lord was preached with the demonstration of the spirit and with 

ower. Devout solemnity, good order and the most pleasing bro- 
therly love, gave evidence of the presence of the Great Head of 
the church. But to crown our joys so rational and sublime, the 
King of saints most mercifully deigned to give a a pea audience 
to his people, and about eighty souls were hopefully converted to 
God. This astonishing instance of the triumphs of grace becomes 
to us the more interesting, as having taken place upon the very spot 
where the great revival of the last season had its commencement. 
This we think augurs well, and we are encouraged to hope for a 
further extension of the work. May God grant that the fruit of this 
year may be as that of the last, and yet more abundant.” 

Iam &c. A. W. 


— 


Baltimore, June 25, 1817 
Ma. EpITOR.—TI have taken the liberty of sending you the enclo- 
sed extract, from one of Robinson’s Sermons: if you'think it deserv- 
ing a place in your Messenger, itis at your service. It is probable 


I may send you from time to time, something from the writings of 
that great man. TIMOTHY. 


On the worth of the Scriptures, extracted from the works of 
. Robinson. 


““My brethren, know the worth of this book; it may serve to you 
for a life of uncommon length, a genius of uncommon penetration, 
and an experience of uncommon exertion. The Bible, as a history, 
makes you acquainted with the substance of all that passed in the 
world worth remembering, for the space of four thousand years, and 
upwards. By acquainting yourselves with. this history, you will 
seem to be alive with Adam, to outlive the flood, to travel with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; to go down into Egypt, to come out 
through the wilderness and Red sea with Moses, to sit with the 
Judges, to reign with Solomon, to weep in captivity with Ezekiel, 
to return to Judea with Nehemiah to see John the Baptist, to hea: 
Jesus Christ, and to go with his apostleswver various countries. By 
acquainting yourselves with this book, you will understand a thou- 
sand subjects, which otherwise you could never know. You will 
set in the councils of princes, dive into the designs of armies, see 
through the temples of idols, behold the various modes of worship- 
ping the true God: yea, you will be admitted into the counsels of 
God, and know the thoughts of peace he thinks towards to you. 

By acquainting yourselves with this, you will have al! the benefit 
without the pain of experiment. All the trials of Solomon to make 
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himself happy in creatures; all the trial of Jonah to protect himsel! 
in disobedience to God; all the exercises of Job under affliction, and 
of David in raptures of devotion; all the pain of Peter when he fell, 
and all the pleasures of Paul under persecution; all these will be 
yours: advantages which a long life, a fine genius, and a thousand 
trials could not have procured you. If you attend properly to this 
book I am confident you will say, these things were our examples, 
to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they lusted. One 
will say, J will not be an idolater, as were some of them; as it is 
written. The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play: 
Another will say, I will not commit fornication, as some of them 
committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand: a third 
will say, Z will not tempt Christ, as some of them tempted, and were 
destroyed of serpents: a fourth will say, I will not murmur as some 
of them also murmured and were destroyed of the destroyer. In 
every period of this history, God seems to say to each of us, wilt 
thou not, from this time, cry to me, my Father, thou art the guide of 
my youth? Thou shalt call me, my Father, and shalt not turn away 
Srom me.” 


a 


REYNOLDS THE PHILANTHROPIST. 
The following are the concluding stanzas of “Verses to the Memory of the late Richard Reyn- 
alds,” by James Montgomery, entitled “A GOOD MAN’S MONUMENT.” 
Go, build his monument:—and let it be 
Firm as the land, but open as the sea, 
Low in his grave the strong foundations lie, 
Yet he the dome expansive as the sky, 
On crystal pillars resting from above, 
Its soul supporters—works of faith and love; 
So clear, so pure, that to the keenest sigat, 
They cast no shadow; all within be light. 
No walls divide the area; nor enclose; 
Charter the whole to every wind that blows; 
Then rage the tempest, flash tie lightnings blue, 
And thanders roll—they pass unharming through. 


One simple altar in the midst be placed, 
With this, and only this inscription graced 
The song of angels at Immanuel’s birth, 
*«Glory to God! good-will, and peace on earth.’’ 
There be thy duteous sons a tribe of priests, 
Not offering incense, nor the blood of beasts, 
But with their gifts upon that altar spread:— 
Health to the sick, and to the hungry bread, 
Beneficence to all their hands shall seal, 

With Reynolds single eye and hallow’d zeal. 
Pain, want, misfortune, thither shall repair; 
Folly and vice reclaim’d shall worship there 
The God of 4im—in whose transcendant mind 
Stood such a temple, free to all mankind: 

Thy God, thrice-honour’d city! bids thee raise 
That fallen temple, to the end of days. 

Obey his voice; fulfil.thine high intent, 

— Yea, be thyself the Good Man’s Monument! 


